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Producers of Barolo and the great wines of the
Langhe, in Serralunga d’Alba. Born in 1858 from the
love story between the King of Italy, Vittorio
Emanuele II, and Rosa Vercellana.
We have always been a community, united by the
respect for the land, and today we have 113hectares
of ORGANIC crops that frame Italy’s first
Storytelling Village.



SOME DATAS TO 

UNDERSTAND BETTER



1858 YEAR OF 
FOUNDATION

WITH 113 HECTARS
OF ORGANIC VINEYARDS

6.278.983 KG OF 
GRAPES

PRESSED EVERY YEAR

2.649.743 LITRES
OF AGEING 

BAROLO

197 STAFF MEMBERS

300 INDIPENDENT
WINE GROWERS

74 COUNTRIES
IN THE WORLD 

8 DATAS TO UNDERSTAND BETTER

5 DIFFERENT 
BAROLO 
HISTORIC 
CRUS



1 PLANET FOR OUR WINES
THINK LOCAL, ACT GLOBAL 

Where to find us in the world



• 17 VARIETIES OF VINIFIED WINE GRAPES, CAPABLE OF PRODUCING  61 TYPES OF DOC/DOCG WINE 

• 17 VARIETIES OF WINE GRAPES, HARVESTED IN THREE PROVINCES OF PIEDMONT 

• 386 ANALYSES TO DEFINE GRAPE RIPENING AND THE IDEAL HARVESTING TIME

• 1907 ANALYSES TO CAREFULLY MONITOR THE PROGRESS OF MUST FERMENTATION

• 2469 ROUTINE ANALYSES, TO MONITOR AGEING WINES AND THE DIFFERENT STAGES OF THE WINE-MAKING PROCESS

• 13 INTERNAL INSPECTIONS AND  3 EXTERNAL INSPECTIONS



OUR PHILOSOPHY



GREEN RENAISSANCE 

A NEW PERSPECTIVE
A new Renaissance, changing the scenario and our
values, while maintaining the same results: a rebirth to
change and renew.

Renewal, as we intend it, means making the earth the
center of everything again. This is our goal, with a view
to creating a big international community built on
trust in one another. Our tool will be the wine, the
green wine. Green inside and outside, therefore
sustainable.

FONTANAFREDDA
When the respect for earth also
becomes respect for people.



EQUALITAS

CERTIFICATION



METHODOLOGY

GOOD CELLAR AND 
BOTTLING PRACTICES

GOOD SOCIO-ECONOMIC 
PRACTICES

GOOD COMMUNICATION 
PRACTICES

ENVIRONMENTAL INDICATORS

WE DECIDED TO START THE EQUALITAS CERTIFICATION PROCESS, A STANDARD WHICH ADDRESSES 
SUSTAINABILITY ACCORDING TO ITS THREE PILLARS: SOCIAL, ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC. 

CARBON FOOTPRINT
Calculated with  data from 2021

WATER FOOTPRINT
Calculated with  data from 2021

Equalitas standard, revision 3 – Sustainable 
Organization module –
From receiving raw material to the loose and bottled 
finished product

REQUIREMENTS



CARBON FOOTPRINT

The calculation was made in 2021 with 2020’s data.

Carbon footprint, also known as climate footprint, is an environmental indicator. It measures the quantity of greenhouse gas emissions generated by a product, a 
service, an activity or an organization, whose reduction leads to an improvement of energy efficiency, resources and a significant cost saving.

The calculation of carbon footprint allows to estimate the quantity of greenhouse gas emitted within the supply chain. All gases are conventionally converted into
equivalent units of carbon dioxide, the main greenhouse gas in the atmosphere. This is why we talk about the «calculation of carbon footprint».

The calculation of emissions is carried out by following the indications of the UNI ISO 14064:2019 standard (company carbon footprint). The data collection is
performed based on the breakdown by sources and categories of emissions, using a technical language: Facilities and Scopes. The term «facilities» refers to the
company productive sectors , which are divided into: vineyard, cellar and bottling.

The term «scopes» is related to how emissions are generated:

• Scope 1- direct emissions, such as those associated with the use of fossil fuel
• Scope 2- indirect emissions, associated with the source of energy
• Scope 3- other indirect emissions, such as those associated with the use of raw material (glass, cardboard, etc.), whose manufacturing process generates

emissions.

Once all the required data has been collected, emissions are estimated by using the Ita.Ca® calculator, which multiplies the data by a coefficient or «Emission
factor», expressed in units of CO2 equivalent per units of product. Such multiplication leads to the value of «Total emissions», expressed in CO2-eq.



WATER FOOTPRINT

Water footprint is the tool which allows to quantify the environmental impacts associated with water.

The water footprint of a person, a community or a company, assessed according to the life cycle assessment (ISO 14040:2006 and 14044:2006) and
consistently with the criteria of the ISO 14046:2014 standard, estimates the impacts on several indicators to describe as thoroughly as possible the effects
of our activities.

Water footprint calculation, according to the ISO 14046 standard, is based on the concept of life cycle assessment and involves quantifying the impacts and
consumptions associated with both the water directly used to produce the product in question and the indirect consumptions and pollution resulting from
the manufacturing of raw material and the inputs used to produce the product in question.

Starting from the indications of the Equalitas standard, data has been collected on vineyard, cellar and bottling/packaging activities, and the effects on the
availability of water in the territory, eutrophication, acidification and potential toxicity for humans and the environment have been estimated.

The effective calculation of such impacts has been carried out through the SimaPro software, which allows to obtain a final value for each of the impact
categories required by the Equalitas standard.

The calculation was made in 2021 with 2020’s data.



UN 2030 AGENDA
OUR COMMITMENT



The Equalitas Standard has been elaborated in line with the 17 goals (SDGs) formulated in 2030
Agenda for the Sustainable Development adopted in New York by the ONU’s General Assembly
on 25 September 2015.

The goals are related to fundamental themes for the global development and they wants to
stop the poverty, to fight inequality, to deal with climate changes and to build peaceful
societies which respect human rights. The goals are associated 169 targets, or results, regarding
environment, economy, society and istitution to be reached by 2030.

With this Report we want to express the commitment that, from this moment, Fontanafredda
will focus on the 17 Global Goals of United Nations (Sustainable Development Goals, also
known as SDGs), in particular towards some specific targets related to the Goals for its strategy
of sustainability, thanks to our 8 core values. Our commitment comes to expand the goals to be
reached more and more.

CONSISTENCY OF EQUALITAS STANDARD 
WITH THE UN  2030 AGENDA’S GOALS

(SDGS – SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS )





COURAGE

GREEN

HISTORY

HUMILITY

COMMUNITY

KNOWLEDGE

TRUTH

TRUST

THE OCTAGON OF VALUES



#HUMILITY
Goal 1

1.a Guarantee a significant resources mobilisation by a variety of
sources, also thanks to the enhanced cooperation on the
development, in order to provide approriate and predictable
equipments for the developing countries, in particular for the less
developed countries, to implement programs and policies to put an
end to poverty in all its dimensions.

1.b Create stong political reference frameworks at national, regional
and international level, based on development strategies in favor of
the poor and careful about parità the gender equality, to support
accelerated investiments in poverty eradication actions.

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

One of our initiatives in 2021 has been to take part into the project
«Pranzo a mille» with an our reference, traditional event that Food
Bank of Piedmont organizes support people who find themselves in
difficult conditions.

It’s our practice make donations to people in difficulty, but we prefer
to make them silency.

SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE IN DIFFICULTY

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL



#TRUTH
Goal 2

2.3 By 2030, duplicate the agricultural productivity and the income of
small-scale food producers, in particular women, indigenous people,
farmers’ families, shepherds and fishermen, also thanks to the safe
and fair access to the land, to other resources and stimulus, to
knownledge, to financial services, to markets and to opportunities
that create added value and non-farm employment.

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

All this thanks to the fact that we ‘ve always told the truth.
We care about the disclosure towards the organic agriculture’s
development and for years we carry out it with our suppliers.

What it means for us:

• For 10 years we have been working side by side with our
suppliers, trying to raise awareness ad cleaner agriculture, which
tends to the organic

• 21 suppliers are already certified organic with 113 hectares; 3 
into conversion with 3,85 organic hectares

• To help the farmers of the territory, we pay the grape 11% more,
in conventional agriculture, and 19% more in organic agricolture
to our suppliers. Average prices compared to 2021 data of
chamber of commerce of Cuneo.

DISCLOSURE TO ORGANIC AND
RESPECT FOR THE AGRICOLTURE

60 years of human  relationships have allowed to build a  big 
community of over 300 farmers who every year, during the 
harvest,  give the grapes to Fontanafredda on the basis of a 

relationship of trust and community that last through generations.

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL



#COMMUNITY
Goal 3

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

3.d Reinforce the capacity of all countries, in particular the
developing countries, for the prevention, the reduction and the risk
management for the national and global health.

In addition to health insurance, welfare contains:
• Life insurance policy
• Accident insurance
• Summer camps for employees’ children with English 

courses
• Special discounts in distributed companies
• Discounts on group companies’ products

VEGAN CERTIFICATION
Since this year we have obtained the certification for Vegan
Products: our self-produced wines result 100% vegan, because they
are obtained excluding every animal-derived ingredient.

SULFITE REDUCTION
We have reduced the sulfur in our wines for a value from 25% to 
61%.

WELFARE
• A healthy community is a quiet community. Those of 

Fontanafredda finds in the company’s welfare the health 
insurance, including: employees with permanent contract can take 
advantage of specialist visits, detention exams,  hospitalization and
much more, in affiliated private structures.

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL



#KNOWLEDGE
Goal 4

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

4.b By 2030, substantially expand in the world the number of
available scholarships of the developing countries, in particular of
less developed countries, of small island developing states and of
African countries, for the registration to higher education, including
programs for the professional training and of information and
communication’s technology, technical, engineering and scientific, in
developed countries and in other developing countries.

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL

We are convinced that the education is the fundamental instrument
to evolve and become better people. Every year in Fontanafredda
we work to promote and realize professional courses of continuing
education.

In 2021 we have dedicated 1996 hours to the education for our
employees. Expecially 240 hours have been dedicated to our
employees’ education in wine world, throught the AIS’ professional
courses.

We have awared 2 talented students of the Enology School I.I.S.S.
«Umberto I» in Alba.

POLIZZA SANITARIA

PROFESSIONAL COURSES AND AWARDS



#TRUST
Goal 8

8.9 By 2030, create and implement policies which promote th
sustainable tourism, that create work places and that promote culture
and local products.

8.10 Increase the national financial institutions’ capacity to encourage
and extend the access to banking, insurance and financial serivices
for everyone

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

8.8 Protect the labour rights and promote a safe and protected
working environment for all employees, including migrant workers,
expecially migrant women, and people with precarious jobs

POLIZZA SANITARIA

• 100 NUMBER OF AVERAGE PRODUCTION 
EMPLOYEES

• 70% MEN, 30% WOMEN
• ANNUAL NECESSARY AND 

OPTIONAL EDUCATION PLAN
• MASTER’S DEGREES

• 2 ANNUAL MEATINGS TO TALK ABOUT THE 

COMPANY PERFORMANCE with 90% OF 

ADHERENCE

• 100% MAINTENANCE OF EMPLOYMENT LEVELS

• 1 ANNUAL MEATING WITH GRAPES’ SUPPLIERS

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL

WORKING ENVIRONMENT



#COURAGE
Goal 9

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

9.4 By 2030, upgrade infrastructure and modernize industries to make
them sustainable, with more efficiency of the resources to use and
more adoption of clean and respectful with the environment and with
industrial processes technologies, so that all countries take actions
according to their capabilities

In 2021 we have computerized the orders’ process through Nike software. This
allows to have the catalogue with the price list which is always updated on every
device. In this way the sales network can make orders live, without having to write
at a later time, with the time, practicality and sustainability’s advantage to avoid
waste of large printed paper’s quantities of papers.

We have added 255 HL of wood barrels for wine storage.

A large intervention on the refrigeneration system of the red wines’ vinification
was made to improve its efficiency.

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL

INNOVATIONS AND IMPLEMENTATIONS



#HISTORY
Goal 11

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

11.4 Strengthen the commitments to protect and safeguard the world’s
cultural and natural heritage

For 160 years we continue to protect, safeguard and open to all the cultural and 
natural heritage which was given to us.

Mirafiore Foundation is born with a primary goal: awaken the critical spirit,
promoting cultural growth in a playful and pleasant environment. Wanted by Oscar
Farinetti and inaugurated on 27 November 2010 it is a place of exchange, a landing
place of people and ideas in which to partecipate in weekly meetings with prominent
personalities of the literature, journalism, music and politics’ world, completely free.
The theatre is the centre of the Foundation’s cultural life, the only place where is
advisable to enter with a glass of wine in hand.

The Wood of Thoughts: the last remaining Wood in Langa of Barolo, amoung
centuries-old plants, vineyards and hazel groves. A tour with 12 stops that presents a
collection of texts of world literature and original sketches of the German artist
Alexandra von Bassewitz, useful to highlight the viewpoints and to help the visitor a
immerse himself in the history of Langa’s landscape and geography. Among 12
hectars and over 40 thousands varieties of plants, you can choose between a 20
minutes’ walk and one of 45 minutes, during which you can meet the wood’s living
creatures, and if you are lucky, you can find precious truffles.

HERITAGE PROTECTION
Fontanafredda’s Village was born in 1858 thanks to Emanuele Alberto, whose goal
was to realize, in addition to the winery, a community of people. Inside a school, a
church, a tobacco shop, a bakery and a social club were built, coming to be inhabited
by 250 people that lived and worked here.
All this to frame Villa Reale, placed in front of the centuries-old trees.

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL



#HISTORY
Goal 12

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

1. Implement the ten-year framework of programmes on consumption
and sustainable production, with all countries’ collaboration and with
developed countries’ initiative, taking account of the development’s
level and of the developing countries’ capacity
2. By 2030, reach the sustainable management and the efficient use
of natural resources

The glass that we choose to preserve our wines is healthy, natural and 
with 55% from recycled and unlimitedly reusable glass.

We use corks of 100% di natural origin and without treatments, one-
pieces picked in full respect of plants, nature and biodiversity, with a
responsible forest management.

We also use recycled, recyclable and sustainable corks, that maintain the
our wines’ integrity and they have an environmental impact with limited
carbon emission values. In 2021 we have adopted the first cork made
from recycled plastic , example of circulare economy.

In 2021 70% of our labels were made with papers resulting from a
responsible forest and recycled paper management. Fine, elegant and
educated papers, like the cardboards boxes that protect our wines from
winery to your home, but they also protect the environment and they
fight the deforestation of our planet.

SUSTAINABILITY IS RESPECT

Practicing and sharing the knowledge of organic agriculture we stimulate
the symbiotic relationship between vineyard and surrounding ecosystem.
Keeping intact the pedological charateristics of soils, we increase the
microorganisms’ development that determine the organic matter’s
quantity of our soils for the biodiversity’s enrichment.

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL



#GREEN
Goal 7

TARGET AND IMPLEMENTING 
INSTRUMENTS

2. By 2030, increase greatly the renewable energy share in the global 
energy mix
3. By 2030, duplicate the global rate of the energy efficiency
improvement

HOW WE ARE 
ENGAGED FOR THIS 

GOAL

Since 2021 the relamping plan is started for the energy efficiency of the
entire Villaggio Narrante, with the provision and the installation of LED
lamps, replacing the old ones, point-to-point.

Thanks to solar panels installed on our roofs, we have produced
195.674,71 KW of energy in 2021.

RELAMPING AND SOLAR PANELS



SUSTAINABILITY’S STEPS



OUR STEPS FOR SUSTAINABILITY
When respect for the earth becomes respect for people. Our values have a specific colour: GREEN.

• The 90s  Eco-friendly model startup
At the end of the 1990s, Fontanafredda embarked on a process of rethinking aimed                     at 
implementing a more sensitive and eco-friendly model, also in terms of consumer health. 

• 2000 Voluntary adoption of «Agribusiness measures»
In 2000, Fontanafredda participated in the protocol (voluntary and applied by only 20% 
of producers) envisaged by the EU and adopted by the Piedmont Region
"Agro-environmental Measures", I introducing an internal procedural guideline to establish 
specific rules for cultivation:
• Particular attention to the use of agrochemical components; 
• Many collaborations with Universities and other important research centers, which have allowed us 

to understand the role played by chemical components in order to optimize their use towards a 
progressive reduction.

• 2009  Guidelines for advanced and integrated agriculture
In 2009, the internal guideline was reformulated and named "Guidelines for an evolved 
and integrated agriculture". Starting from the legal provisions, the aim was to:
• Reduce the role played by chemicals in the cultivation process 
• Limit its effect on final products



OUR STEPS FOR SUSTAINABILITY

• 2012 Vino Libero – certificate
• Between 2009 and 2012, this guideline was tested and enhanced with a special emphasis on the

chemical contamination of the final product. 2012 is therefore the year of the new regulation: Vino
Libero. The program primarily aimed to promote the production of wine free of chemical fertilizers,
herbicides and excess sulfites. The challenge was to export these requirements not only to the
Fontanafredda vineyard, but also to grape suppliers who would otherwise have continued to produce
it using traditional methods.

• 2015 Towards sustainability
• The process of converting all the company's vineyards to organic farming begins

• 2018 The return to organic
• Fontanafredda's 160th birthday coincides with the first certified organic harvest

• 2020 Green Renaissance and the new Fontanafredda
• We had been working on sustainability concerning the countryside the winery processes for years,  

but now the perspective of a new renaissance led us to work on everything is around wine as well.

THESE STEPS HAVE ALLOWED US TO REACH GREAT GOALS IN 2021…



WINE

#GRAPE
CONTROLLED AND QUALIFIED

#WATER
OUR PHYTODEPURATION PLANT 
PURIFIES NEARLY 80 CUBIC METRES OF 
WATER/DAY FOR THE VILLAGE’S 
INTERNAL LAKE. THIS WATER IS THEN 
REUSED FOR THE COMPANY’S 
ACTIVITIES

#ENERGY
ALL THE ELECTRICITY PRODUCED 
BY OUR PHOTOVOLTAIC PLANT IS 
USED FOR THE COMPANY’S 
ACTIVITIES

#VETRO  
RECYCLED WITH 
AN AVERAGE OF
55% AND 
RECYCLABLE

#CORK
SINGLE-PIECE CORK WITH CLOSURES 
DERIVED FROM SUGAR CANE AND 
RECYCLED PLASTIC FOR MINIMAL 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

#LABEL
70% OF LABELS RESULTING 

FROM A RESPONSIBLE FOREST 
MANAGEMENT AND 

RECYCLABLE

#CARDBOARD
RESULTING FROM A 

RESPONSIBLE FOREST 
MANAGEMENT, AND 

RECYCLABLE

#MOBILITY
PROMOTION OF EBIKE TOUR WITH 

CHARGING STATION

ELECTRIC FORKLIFTS

PRESENCE OF CHARGING STATIONS 
FOR ELECTRIC CARS

8 GREEN ELEMENTS
Targets achieved in 2021



• Realize a project which link wine to culture,  making it the main character in illustrated art’s and literary forms. 

The project will be called Renaissance.

• Realize an efficient energy system of biomass co-generation.

• Give employees the opportunity to do training courses for the wine with WSET qualification directly to
Fontanafredda.

• Promote the dialogue, the sharing oh ideas and the awekening of the critical spirit thanks to meetings between

all the Fontanafredda’s employees, in collaboration with Holden School.

• Realize renovation works and efficiency in winery and add new wine tanks.

• Renew some of the equipement in laboratories.

• Organize a day dedicated to Barolo of Serralunga d’Alba, to celebrate 30 years since its birth and team up

between all producers to promote one of the most iconic wine in Langhe.

• Revaluate the business climate with a satisfaction survey between all Fontanafredda’s employees.

• Finish the Relamping operation.

…and set new great goals for 2022



THE FIRST TOUCHPOINT THAT 
MAKES THE DIFFERENCE



PACKAGING

AN ENVIRONMENT FRIENDLY 
PACKAGING

We use certified cardboard boxes, which
are 50% recycled and 100% recyclable.
Refined, free of protective plasticizing but
at the same time resistant, it keeps our
wines safe and is friendly with the
environment.



CARDBOARDS

CARDOBOARD WHICH PROTECTS WINE 
AND ENVIRONMENT

We only use cardboards boxes deriving from
responsible forest management and 100%
recyclable. Robust and resistant, it protects
our wines from the cellar to your home, but
also protects the environment and fights the
deforestation of our planet.



WOODEN BOXES

ECO-FRIENDLY WOOD

For our packaging we choose wood which
is environment-friendly because it comes
from responsible forest management. A
choice that enhances our planet by
protecting forests and guaranteeing their
and our future.



CONTACTS

Fontanafredda srl
Via Alba, 15 - Serralunga d'Alba (CN) Italia

+39 0173 626 111
www.fontanafredda.it 
info@fontanafredda.it

If interested, please ask us more about our Sustainability Report and about all the activities of our
company, using the following:

mailto:info@fontanafredda.it
mailto:info@fontanafredda.it
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